TRANSITION BRIEF:  COLLEGE/CAREER PREPARATION AND FINANCIAL AID --- CALIFORNIA SUPPLEMENT

COLLEGE ACCESS/PREPARATION/OUTREACH
POTENTIAL PROGRAMS

California has a number of “precollege preparation programs”.  I used this terminology because that for the main part (for political reasons) is what they will often be called within this state. In addition to the universal programs and sites listed in the main “Brief”, below are short descriptions of the two largest California efforts and websites that will lead you to other California derived programs and sources of information.

The California Student Opportunity and Access Program (Cal-SOAP) -- The California Student Opportunity and Access Program (Cal-SOAP) was established by the state legislature in 1978. Today, Cal-SOAP is instrumental in improving the flow of information about postsecondary education and financial aid. It also simultaneously works to raise the achievement levels of low-income, elementary and secondary school students or geographic regions with documented low-eligibility or college participation rates.  Those served also must be the first in their families to attend college.  There are 16 of these projects located throughout the state.  For additional information, including contact information for each local one, see www.csac.ca.gov  -- Click on Outreach and then Cal-SOAP.

Early Academic Outreach Program (EAOP) -- The University of California's largest academic preparation program, EAOP works directly with students at underserved schools to increase the number of students who have the opportunity to achieve a college education. Read more about EAOP.  This program is offered by each of UC’s nine undergraduate campuses.  It offers tutoring, mentoring, test preparation, and other special academic support and enrichment programs.

OTHER SOURCES

www.californiacolleges.edu   This is California’s free official source (according to the website) for college and career planning.

www.cpec.ca.gov/collegeguide/collegeguide.asp   offered by the Postsecondary Education Commission it provides information regarding various college attendance statistics and links to other helpful sites.
www.csumentor.edu   Explains all about preparation, application, and financing education at any of the 23 campuses of the California State University (CSU).
www.cccapplying.org   This (according to the site) is the “doorway” to the California Community Colleges, with information on all 109 colleges in the system.

www.universityofcalifornia.edu/collegeprep/campuseo.html   It focuses on “all you need to know” about the University of California (UC), citing campus-based college preparation and outreach (preparation/access) programs.

College Making It Happen:  This program is developed by all the systems of higher education in California.  It is designed to communicate to families and school educators the importance of early academic and financial planning for middle school children so they will have choices after high school graduation. Originally designed for families and school educators of sixth to ninth grade students, the materials and presentations are applicable to parents of students in other grades as well. 

Part one of the program consists of a booklet of information that can be very helpful to parents and others regarding how to academically and financially prepare students for college.  It goes into some detail regarding some of the outreach/access programs briefly discussed above, the financial aid resources briefly mentioned in the main Brief and/or reviewed below, and much more.  

Part two consists of a series of live conferences held in various areas around the state and hosted by campuses and/or the college preparation programs listed above that discuss the four segments of higher education in California, Financial Aid Opportunities, and adequate academic preparation for postsecondary opportunities.

Both parts are normally provided in both English and Spanish.  To access the written materials and a schedule of existing events go to http://www.certicc.org/  -- click on the “College Making It Happen” listing on the left-hand side of the screen.
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
GRANTS/SCHOLARSHIPS

In addition to administering the universal federal programs, California administers several state offered but federally funded grant and scholarships, but also a unique set of scholarships known as the Cal-Grants.  The one of the federally funded and the state funded Cal-Grants that are probably the ones of greatest interest to those we serve are discussed below.  However, be sure to check with the California Student Aid Commission, as listed in Chart 1 in the main “Brief” also to find out about the many other sources of financial aid offered in California.

California Chafee Grant for Foster Youth (California’s version of the Chafee Education Training Voucher):  

· Eligibility:  current or former foster youth and not have reached your 22nd birthday as of July 1 of the award year.  The court must have established your dependency when you were between the ages of 16 and 18.  Also must have financial need.  Must enroll at least half time in an eligible school.  Program of study must be at least one academic year long.  Must attend class regularly and get good grades.

· Benefits:  May qualify for up to $5,000 a year for career and technical training or college.  Do not have pay this money back.  May also be able to use grant funds to help pay for child care, transportation and rent while in school.  Can be used at any eligible California college or university or career or technical school, as well as schools in other states.  The grant is renewable through your 23rd birthday.

· How to Apply:  Must submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and the California Chafee Grant Program Application
· For More Info:  Contact  --  California Student Aid Commission, Specialized Programs Operations Branch, Telephone:  888-224-7268; http://www.chafee.csac.ca.gov/ 

Cal Grants – some of these are entitlements (if you meet qualifications, you will be funded) and some are competitive (not all who qualify will receive an award; they are funded until the funds run out).   Only some, mainly the entitlements, are described below.  For more information see:   http://www.calgrants.org/    These grants are intended for students pursuing an undergraduate associate’s or bachelor’s or an occupational training program.

Chances to get a Cal Grant Entitlement Award:

· Within one year after you graduate from high school.  
· As a community college transfer student, as long as you are under the age of 28
· As a high school senior
· Within one year of getting your GED
General Qualifications for all Cal Grants:

· Submit the FAFSA and your verified Cal Grant GPA (grade point average)
 by the deadline (normally March 2nd of each year)
· Be a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen (the student’s parents don’t need to be citizens or eligible non-citizens)
· Be a California resident when you graduated from high school
· Have a Social Security number
· Attend a qualifying California college:  any California community college, UC, CSU, or private/independent college/university and most career/technical schools
· Have financial need based on your college costs
· Have family income and assets below the established ceilings
· Meet any minimum GPA requirements
· Be in a program leading to an undergraduate degree or certificate
· Be enrolled at least half time
Cal Grant A:  for students who are from low and middle income families who are enrolled at qualifying institutions in academic degree programs that are at least two years in length.  They can be used for tuition and fees at public and private colleges and universities as well as some private career colleges.  At CSU and UC campuses, this Cal Grant covers up to the full systemwide fees of $2,772 and $6, 636, respectively.  If you are attending a private campus, it pays up to $9, 708 toward tuition and fees each year.

Cal Grant B:  designed for students who are from disadvantaged and low-income families.  These awards provide a living allowance and assistance with tuition and fees. Most first-year students receive an allowance of up to $1, 551 for books and living expenses.  After the freshman year, Cal Grant B also helps pay tuition and fees in the same amount as a Cal Grant A.  Cal Grant B recipients must enroll in program that last at least one academic year.

Cal Grant C:  awards help pay for tuition and training costs at occupational or career colleges.  This $576 award is for books, tools and equipment.  An awardee may receive up to an additional $2, 512 for tuition at a school other than a California Community College.

Board of Governors Fee Waiver (BOGFW) - this is a state funded program offered at California Community Colleges to meet the California Community College mandatory enrollment fee (currently $20 per unit taken for those considered California residents).  To apply contact your local community college’s Office of Financial Aid. 
Other resources

California Cash for College:
From January almost up to the state’s March 2nd deadline for Cal Grant applications, a set of free workshops known as “Cash for College” are offered across the state of California.  These workshops help students and families complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and Cal Grant GPA verification Forms (which are required to apply for Cal Grants).  These are designed to help students and parents complete the application process and answer any questions they may have regarding the financial aid process.   Those who participate in a workshop and complete a Cal Grant application by March 2nd also are entered in a drawing that could lead to a scholarship of an extra $1,000.

To find one of these workshops scheduled near you go to:  http://www.calgrants.org/index.cm?navId=16 and click on Workshops.

​Financial Aid Nights:  Many local high schools sponsor financial aid workshops or nights at their local sites.  Be sure to contact the school’s college or head counselor or refer your parents to them to find out whether his/her son/daughter’s school will offer one and if so, when and where.

REMEMBER WHEN IT COMES TO FINANCIAL AID, “TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE”:  If you are working with a family whose young person plans to attend a college/university or career/technical school/college this fall, NOW is the time to apply for financial assistance.  

� Contact CSAC for alternatives that may be used if you do not have a GPA (grade point average)  





� Information compiled as of January 23, 2009 by Deborah Daniels-Smith, Technical Assistance Coordinator, Region 6 RPTAC, Matrix Parent Network and Resource Center.  Please see websites and other sources cited for verification or updated material.





