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Assistive Technology in Special Education

(Information for this article was obtained from California Assistive Technology
Systems and the Family Center on Technology and Disability)

According to federal special education
law, the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act, assistive technology
(AT) is any device or system (either
“off-the-shelf” or modified/custom-
ized) used to increase, maintain or
improve the functional capabilities of
children with disabilities. If a child
has a disability that causes them to
need specialized services to benefit
from their education, the need for as-
sistive technology or assistive technol-
ogy services will be reviewed by the
Individual Education Program team.
Assistive technology is considered

a related service and determinations
about the need for AT is based on
assessments. Assistive technology
can be “high tech” or “low tech” and
when determined as a student need, is
provided at no charge to parents.

When assessing the need for assistive
technology, it is important to consider
a child’s strengths as well as their
weaknesses, their likes and dislikes
and what strategies are helpful in
interacting with a child. You can have
a “high tech” device that seems useful,
but if it does not work with that par-
ticular child then it is of little value.

A child may resist using a device that
makes them feel different from the
other students, whereas a less conspic-
uous or less “nerdy” device may help
them “fit in” with his classmates.

Some questions to ask when the IEP
team is considering AT devices:

* What does your child need to do
but is unable to do because of
his disability (consider physical,
communication, cognitive, social/
emotional, academic difficulties)?

* What are the customary environ-
ments for your child (classroom,
playground, cafeteria, etc.)?

* What are your child’s biggest
educational challenges (writing,
mobility, reading, etc.)?

* What AT tools are available to help
with these challenges (consider both
low and high tech options)?

* What criteria will be used to
later determine if the AT has been
successful in helping your child in
her educational program?

* What are the qualifications of the
professional who will be doing the
more formal AT assessment?

* Who will need to be trained on
helping your child successfully
use the device?

Sometimes it takes a few tries with
different devices before the right
match occurs between child and
device. Both the child and the adult
working with the child need to learn
how to work together using the de-
vice. Schools often have equipment
on hand that they use for various
students that can be piloted with your
child. Remain open to descriptions of
various devices, their pros and their
cons, during the assessment process.
Something that you saw in a magazine
or on the internet may not be the best
device for your child—there are many
options and not all of them will be
marketed similarly.

If you believe that your child could

benefit from an assistive technology
device, bring this up at an IEP meet-
ing. Describe your concern and how

Continued on page 7
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Matrix Parent Network is
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founded in 1983 to serve
families of children with
special needs.

We serve Marin, Napa,
Solano and Sonoma
Counties.
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Empowering families of
children with special needs
to successfully understand
and access the systems
that serve them.
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Have a child with
special needs?

Have questions?

WE CAN HELP!

Matrix HELP Line
(800) 578-2592

Open
Monday—Thursday
9am to 3pm

New in
Solano
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Message from the Director

“Parent Participation, Parent Involvement” are the new buzz words.
Parent participation is prominently figured in No Child Left Behind and
parent involvement even has its own indicator; Indicator 8, “Percent of
parents with a child receiving special education services who report
that schools facilitated parent involvement as a means of improving
services and results for children with disabilities.” This language is in
all State Performance Plans that are submitted to the U.S. Department
of Education. In IDEA 2004 there are several mentions of meaningful
parent participation, from assessment and evaluation process to equal
members of the IEP team. It seems that there is a good deal of atten- §§
tion being paid about our role as parents in law, statute and monitoring. FESEEEERIEE
Is it just me or has the importance of our actions on behalf of children always been 1mp0rtant‘7
What made the focus shift in these past few years so that it had to be so clearly embedded and
articulated within all aspects of education for our kids?

As parents, are we all being expected to do more, participate more, be even more involved in
our children’s education? Don’t they know how busy we are already? Sometimes it seems that
it’s all we as parents can do to get our children to school, help with homework, dry the tears,
kiss the boo-boos and learn all we can to make sure our kids are getting the most appropri-

ate education. Are we being asked to do even more? Are they nuts? Are we being given some
extra hours in the day to do that? Yeah, right.

There’s good news and bad news...
Good news: Our participation is critical for positive system changes, we must
“represent” on behalf of our children.

Bad news: Our active involvement in system change takes time and commitment.

Good news: States and districts are being asked to pay attention and measure the level
of parent involvement, improving and increasing it: they are being held accountable.

Bad news: If you don’t do it, to figure out how to fit it into your busy life, you shouldn’t
complain about the results.

Good news again: By coordinating and networking, we can work as a group to
make sure all the important pieces are being covered. We at Matrix are committed
to supporting parents who are interested in polishing their parent leadership skills.

Where to start:

Your Community Advisory Committee is always looking for parent representation;
contact your SELPA (Special Education Local Plan Area) to find out more about your
CAC (Community Advisory Committee). See page 7 for more information.

Schools have Site Councils where there is a need to have the perspective of parents of children
with special needs represented.

These are just some of the local opportunities where parent participation is key. Do you need
more ideas on ways to participate or some coaching/partnering when you go to these meetings?
Just call us, we can help you prepare and make an impact. The schools and the education
systems need our voices and our input. [ have always said, “If it weren’t for us having these

kids, all those folks would be in another line of work.”
%OW’\%”WM

Matrix Solano Has Moved
The Solano County office of Matrix Parent
Network moved from Vallejo to Fairfield.
The new address is:

1615 West Texas Street, Suite 4, Fairfield
(707) 423-2545 phone
(707) 423-4585 fax
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A Parent’s Guide To Special Education:
Insider Advice on How to Navigate the
System and Help Your Child Succeed,

LinDA WILMSHURST AND ALAN BRUE, 2005

Written by school psychologists, this book was designed to
‘walk’ parents through the special education process, step
by step. Well organized, this guide covers recent federal
law changes, section 504 information, and chapters provid-
ing insight and understanding on disabilities, assessments,
eligibility, IEPs/service delivery and procedural safeguards.
The second part of the book gives “helpful hints” for
positive parenting that include communicating with your
school, coping with stress, building your child’s self-esteem
and social competence, and a guide to discipline and behav-
ior. Sample charts, forms, plans, and a listing of resources
are included in the appendix.

Whether newly on this path or already familiar with the
special education process, this comprehensive guide will
certainly be useful to anyone navigating this system.

Engaging Autism: Using the

Floortime Approach to Help Children

Relate, Communicate and Think,

STANLEY I. GREENSPAN, M.D. & SERENA WIEDER, PH.D., 2006

This book describes in detail a new model for teaching
children with Autism of all ages. Floortime is a technique
employed in Greenspan’s DIR model. DIR is a develop-
mental, individual-difference, relationship-based model.
What this means is that the approach does not focus on
symptoms or behaviors of children with Autism, but instead
on “truly intimate relating, empathy, and creative problem-
solving.” The book is divided into five parts, with three
appendices that present research supporting the DIR model.
After first defining Autism and presenting commentary on
various methods historically used to treat children, Greens-
pan and Wieder present the case for their own techniques.
The book provides detail on how families can implement
Floortime, illustrating the techniques and giving advice on
specific problem areas that are common in children with
Autism. The book also gives information on how to assess
whether the program is working well for a particular child.
Engaging Autism is clearly written, with a family-friendly
focus. It is recommended reading for anyone looking at the
variety of options available for teaching and relating to a
child with Autism.

Networker Express

Get your IEP tip of the month from our monthly
e-newsletter, The Networker Express.

To sign up for this great monthly resource from Matrix
Parent Network, visit www.matrixparents.org and go to
“Publications” then “Networker Express.”

Featured items in our library

How to Compromise With Your School
District Without Compromising Your Child,
GARY MAYERSON, Esq., 2004

This book helps a parent understand some of the dynam-
ics in difficult IEP situations and how to effectively work
through them. This is not a book about legal rights. The
book offers suggestions to work things out on your own,
avoid lawyers and keep your child as the focus. Chapters
include:

* Why is there Often So Much Conflict at IEP Meetings?
* Be Aware of the Language of Intimidation

* The IEP Meeting and the Development of the IEP

* Why Getting the Right Evaluations Early On is Critical
e Making and Preserving “The Record”

e School Discipline

Numerous practical tips are given on IEPs such as specific
wording for letters, how to present information visually,
how to recognize and support the positives in what may
feel like a mass of problems. Short and to the point, this
book motivates and provides useful information.

The Source for Processing Disorders:
Auditory and Language,
RicHARD GAIL, 2001

The “Source” book series, (LinguiSystems Publishers) are
easy to read references with charts, checklists and graphics,
and this topic is no exception. After a simple introduction
to processing disorders, following chapters include:

e Central Auditory Processing

* Language Processing

* Behavior Characteristics in Processing Disorders

* Processing Assessment

* Remediation for Auditory and Language Disorders

The chapter on how processing disorders impact behavior
offers comic strips to add humor to what can be a complex
topic. Remediation ideas are targeted and specific. The
assessment chapter helps one understand specific tests and
provides examples on interpreting results. This is a must
read book for processing deficits that impact learning, lis-
tening, speaking and behaving.

The Matrix Library is located at 94 Galli Drive, Suite C in
Novato. The library is open Monday through Friday from

9 Am.—5 p.m. The library is occasionally used for meetings

so we ask that you please call in advance to ensure that it is
available. Call (415) 884-3535. All are welcome to come and
browse the shelves.
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Thanks to Our Contributors July 1,2006-June 30,2007

Individuals

$1000+ $100-$499
Barbara Alexander Anna Arena Brenda Gates-Monasch Peter & Mary Jacobi Robert Scannell

& Joel Neecke Jonathan & Mimi Berkoe & Walter Monasch Mark & Nancy Jacobs & Kelly Hagerthy
Alan & Linda Avery Jeanne Bowman M. D. Drohlich & Michael Kline Emmy Sokoloff
Skip & Brenda Berg Tracy & Shelby Brock Margaret Giovingo Julia Krasner Bob & Carmen Stanley
Nancy Curley Sven & Sabine Bruntjen Alan & Lissa Glassberg Loren MacGregor Stephanie Stein
Tim & Rhea Dunn Norman & Cathie Bryan Joseph & Catherine Golden Paul Miles David Glen & Vicki Stolberg
Peter Grauert J. Donald Cohon William Gonda & Jim Murphy & Jeanette Hall Tom & Doreen Thompson
Richard & Patty Cowden Sally Ann Sehring John & Jennie Noerr Dennis & Nancy Thompson

$500_$99_9 Robert & Diane Cummings Gary & Suk Hui Grablin George & Julie Chan Paloglou  Richard Weiss & Nancy Pollak
Robert & Deidre Hayder} Karen Ellingboe & Peter Clarence Grebey & Roger Peters & Jon & Alison Wilks
Stephen A. Levandowski Krasnoff Katherine Urbank Stephanie Moulton Jason & Liz Zada

& Suzanna Musick
Jeffrey Olgin & Kris Madsen
Kurt & Tamra Mobley
Karen & Tim Sheehan
Ellis & Ann Stephens
Ruthellen Toole
Debbie Wall

Up to $99
Anonymous
Celia Allen
Suzanne & John Aranson
David & Marcia Naomi Berger
Stephen & Lynn Bicknell
Gail Bloom &

Edward A. Green
Martin & Karen Bogetz
David & Diane Bradford
Eva Canedo
Janice Carey
Robert Caufield &

Madeleine Bludeau
Danny & Kelly Collman
Sharon Commisto
Ralph & Doris Copperman
Maria & James

Vazquez Corona
Bill & Lee Cox
Eleanor Cox
Wendy Crowell
John D’ Andrea
Joan Dekelboum
Mayorgi Delgadillo
Virginia Dunn
Tina Ellyson

Sarah Everett & Lewis Jones
Michael & Jaquise Falley
Ed & Connie Fischer
Rick Flaster & Alice Mead
Becky Foust-Pilcher

& Brian Pilcher

O.A. & Dorothy Estenson
Ceci Fenn

Dave & Laurel Fichman
Stephen & Joan Fierberg
Brynda Foster

Howard & Carmel Friesen
Ana Gamino

Parsha Ghodsi

David & Angie Gilfoyle
Carol Gonsalves

Frank & Lois Goodall
Sean & Kelly Gray

Areta Guthrey

Ahmed & Sharon Lynne Hafez
Steve Haramis

Eric & Jennifer Henerlau
Barbara Hoover

Sonja Houck

Joe Hughes

Maxine Humphrey
Rodney Kam

Shelley Katz

Terence & Cheryll Keast
Maureen Keesey Fuentes
Collette Knight Doran
Adrianne Krongard

John & Deborah Greenspan
Marshall & Shelby Gross
Roger & Mary Hartman
Susan M. & Bill Hendrickson
Chuck Roth & Linda Herlihy
Allan & Nancy Herzog

Mark & Susan Lachtman
Richard & Lynn Larsen
Christie Larson-Lopez
& Mario Lopez
Matthew & Yvonne
Lovell Lawrence
Kendall Lococo
Catriona Macgregor
Sheila Mahoney
Dan & Susan Maners
Linda Mariscal
Kenia Mejia
Ruth Mendoza
Gladis Merino
Allison Miller
Donna Molinari
Dennis Moore
Rachel Moreaux
David & Suzi Lee Musgrove
Gina Nellor
Allen & Dorothy Nirenstein
Debra Olson - Suarez
Lisa Orlowski-Michetti
& Bob Michetti
Jessica Osier
Sara Pearson

Allen & Susan Peters
Marc & Kathleen
O’Connell Phillips
Michael Phillips
& Juliana Maio
Michael Rubenstein

Heidi Peratoner
Maize & Jeftrey Peterman
Kerry Pilley
Dean & Karen Polvere
William & Katherine Post
Sean Prysock
Samai Reyes
Claudia Rivera &

Jose Espinoza
Kristen Robertson
Ana Rodriguez
Richard & Priscilla Ross
Debra Bumsted Rostenberg

& William Rostenberg
Robert & Hannelore Royston
Melody Schumacher
David & Susan Schwartz
Leslie & Paul Scott-Cocking
Linda Semonile
Natalie Shapiro
Bruce & Julia Sigworth
Marvin & Joan Silver
Doris & Ted Simon
Jeffrey & Kathryn Simpkins
Ron & Susan Smith
Karin Solomon

Foundations ¢ Corporations * Community Businesses & Organizations

Anne Zishka & Elliot Bien

Jan Sonander &
Alexander Korin
Sharon Speck
Jon & Sandra Stern
Thomas & Tokuko
Mitsusada Stewart
Debra Suhrke
Melody & Wesley
Butts Sussman
Teresa Takach
Theodore E. Theiss, Jr.
Walter & Nora Thompson
Anisa Thomsen
David & Barbara Tishler
David & Barbara Toboni
Mabel Turrini
Dale & Candace Vawter
Alice C. Wallace
Paul & Aileen Walline
Barbara, Jack & Nicole Watson
Suzanne Weber
Barton & Melissa Welles
Michael & Lynn Winslow
Arline Zerkel
Luis Zuniga & Virginia Barraza

$10,000+
Joan Kilburn Fund of MCF
Marco Vidal Fund of MCF
Marin Community Foundation
Medtronic Foundation
Speedway Children’s Charities

$5,000-%9,999
The Schow Foundation
Van Loben Sels/Rembe

Rock Foundation
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$1,000-$4,999
The Clorox Company
Jerry Thompson & Sons

Painting, Inc.

Levi Strauss Foundation
Living History Centre Fund
Marin Charitable Association
Morton and Bassett, LP
Richard Grand Foundation
Ross Periodicals, Inc.

Texas Pacific Group

UPS Supply Chain Solutions
West Bay Builders, Inc.

$500-$999
Askim’s Auto Works, Inc.
Bank of Marin
Congregation Kol Shofar
Greater Bay Bank of Marin
Grier Argall Plumbing, Inc.
Microsoft Giving Campaign
Tarrant Partners, LP

$100-$499

Academic Therapy
Publications, Inc.

Baubles & Beads

Clover Stornetta Farms, Inc.

First Presbyterian Church,
San Anselmo

Ladies Philoptochos Society
Nativity of Christ Greek
Orthodox Church

The Maisel Foundation

NIAID Laboratories

North Bay Corvette Association

The Shooter Company
Environmental Management

Weiss Family Trust

Up to $99

AT&T Yahoo

Chevron Employees’
“People Making A
Difference” Campaign

Chevys Fresh
Mexican Restaurant

La Vita Wellness Center

Mary’s Pizza Shack

M. Schumacher Design

Parents Let’s Unite for Kids

Redwood Empire Chapter,
NECA



IN HONOR OF
Erin Askim Paula & Kevin McGrath
Jim & Megan Askim Amy Weaver
Marta & Robert Biton Paul Miles
and Dave & Annie Hill Jennifer & Garren Campbell
Linda Neilsen Masako Davenport
Patricia Cunniff Tammy Mobley
Sofia Ribeiro Dorinda Walraven
Steven R. Douglas Mark LaRue Moore
Raymond F. & Ning Douglas John Moore
Tim & Rhonda Dunn Jason Nolan
Penny Coulter Sean Nolan
Linda Neilsen Sara Speck
Tristian Duong Sharon Speck
Tam Duong Lynne Wasley
The Early Intervention Staff Jeffrey Butler

Clara Yourman
Annelise, David &
Oscanto Gonzalez

Jim Cutcher
Richard Jones
Julia Krasner

IN MEMORY OF

Brian Avery

Alan & Linda Avery
Sean Brecht

Kristen Robertson
Abe Copperman
& Joan Kilburn

Paul Copperman
Norman Gonsalves, Jr.

Carol Gonsalves
Robert Hartman

Molly McRee
Liz Theiss
David Sokoloff
Emmy Sokoloff
Carol Wasley
Julie Krasner
Gordon “Skip” West
Frank Baumgardner
Dorothy Bennett
Ann Collins

Roger & Mary Hartman William Frazier
Jan Jarrett Peter Grauert

Lowella M.Nannery Richard Malloch-Lockner
Joan Kilburn Cecilia Niemiec

Patricia G. Lesavoy Fred Oakley

Judith Reichle Stan O’Hoppe

Liz Theiss Roger Phillips
Fr. John McGregor, S.M. Martin Powell

Virginia Dunn Edward Sbragia

VOLUNTEERS
Ivars Cacs Unteri Harpe Mike Murphy
Bill Cox Mary Higgins Walter Monasch
Aaron Falesome Mike Jackman Ruben Ochoa

Elizabeth Ferris

Tim McLaughlin

George Paloglou

IN KIND

Jeanne Bowman
Bill & Lee Cox
Carol Crestetto
Elizabeth Ferris
Jeff & Teresa Figone
Brenda Gates-Monasch
& Walter Monasch
Linda Horne
Sally Kirk
Janet Miller
Susan Russo
Stephanie Stein
Catherine Wright
Joe Osborn &
Eliza Perkins Osborn

Thank you, Mary Higgins!
The new Matrix website

is up and running. Mary
Higgins of Mary Higgins
Design has generously
donated her time and
talents to redesign

Miriam Vergara Manling Lin
Claiborne & Forrest Jones Kelly Mason

Richard Jones The Richard Weaver Family
Matrix Staff & Board Kevin McGrath

Walter & Nora Thompson Barbara Alexander,
Christine McElwain Ning Douglas and

Bruce McElwain Matrix Staff & Volunteers
Owen McGlaughlin Evans Patricia G. Lasavoy

Dan Evans

Karen Geerdes Paul Miles

We have made every effort to acknowledge all of our donors.
We apologize if we have overlooked someone. Please notify us so that we may
make the correction in our next publication. Please call us at (415) 884-3535.

What is Student Progress Monitoring?

Student Progress Monitoring may sound like
one more way our children will be subjected
to the onslaught of tests that seem to increase
each year. However, Student Progress Moni-
toring is different. It is truly to benefit your
child, not just some score that is used to rank
a student or rank a school.

The bottom line is: how will you know if
your child is making progress if there is
no system in place to track this? Parents
typically rely on routine “progress reports,”
report cards, or the annual IEP review of
progress on the past year’s goals. Progress
monitoring, on the other hand, is a way to
determine if and how your child is making
progress so that the teacher can use this
information to adjust strategies and teach
your child more effectively.

According to Kathleen McLane of the Na-
tional Center on Student Progress Monitor-
ing, “A teacher who uses progress monitor-
ing works with the goals in the IEP, and the
state standards for the child’s grade level,
to develop goals that can be measured and
tracked, and that can be used to divide what
the child is expected to learn by the end of
the year into shorter, measurable steps.”

An example is provided: “the child may
have a math goal that is stated as the

number of problems scored correctly on
tests covering the math content for the year.
Once the teacher sets the goals and begins
instruction, then he or she measures the
child’s progress toward meeting the goals
each week. All the tests have the same level
of difficulty, so the weekly tests can reflect
the child’s rate of progress accurately. With
each test, the teacher compares how much
the child is expected to have learned to the
child’s actual rate of learning.”

If a child’s rate of progress is not what is
expected, the teacher might change the
strategies used, the instructional time, how
students are grouped or other instructional
approaches. The weekly tests should take
from 1-5 minutes so that the student does

not feel that they are constantly being tested.

Ask if your child’s school and teacher are
implementing Student Progress Monitoring.
Another term that is used is Curriculum
Based Measurement. You may receive
materials from the school about this type

of progress reporting and once it is initiated
you will receive regular reports and graphs
tracking your child’s progress. In this way
there should be no “surprises” during the
annual IEP meeting. For further information
visit www.studentprogress.org.

www.matrixparents.org.
Check it out!

Mmﬁ H%ih{

webdesign

Lawrence Wector

Pearl’s Car Rally
Raises $1700+ for Matrix

Chuck Lee, owner of Sonoma'’s Pearl’s
Restaurant (561 5™ St. West), was beginning
to plan Pearl’s Third Annual “Hot Rod” Charity
Car Rally when his customer and friend,
Sonoma resident Greg Rank, realized that the
Rally was just what he was seeking. Greg, a
close friend of Dave and Laurel (Director of
Parent Services) Fichman, wanted to raise
money for Matrix. Soon after Greg and Chuck
talked, the call came: Matrix would be the
beneficiary of the July 2008 rally.

With dozens of really cool cars, people of all
ages, delicious hamburgers, drinks and a
raffle, more than $1700 was raised for Matrix.
Thanks, Chuck! Thanks, Greg! Thanks to
everyone who supported Matrix!
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Trainings & Workshops Support Groups

To register for any of these workshops (unless another phone number Support groups listed below are open to parents in any county.
is provided), call (415) 884-3535 or toll-free (800) 578-2592. Or email Please call (800) 578-2592 or (415) 884-3535 for more information.
info@matrixparents.org with your name, number, email, and what work-

/ v o « MARIN COUNTY

shop you would like to attend.
Support Group for Parents of Students

* MARIN COUNTY . ) e -
11114, 9-11:30 am. with Asperger’s Syndrome & Similar Profiles

Special Education Idea 2004: Core Features of an ?ﬁgt)si;lgnzﬁllgz
Individual Education Plan (IEP); Key Aspects of .
Idea 2004 (Including the New Rti); IEP Elements Adoption Support Group for parents of School-Age

Adopted Children with Special Needs

and Sequence of Developing an IEP
(415) 475-2188

Novato Matrix

12/6, 9-11:30 a.m. Support Group for Parents of Children with Down
Understanding Special Education Assessments as S.yndrome and Other Developmental Disabilities
They Relate to Individual Education Plans; Requesting LA i 7 it vy el e morith, I aaa U B,

Matrix in Novato.

an Evaluation, Understanding Reports, Tests and Scores, (415) 475-2184
and Using the Reports
Novato Matrix Support Group for Grandparents
of Children with Special Needs
Watch for further details of the Sundays, Nov. 4, Jan. 6, March 2 & May 4, 2008, 2—4 p.m.
December 9, 2007 Holiday Toy Run! Matrix in Novato.
(415) 475-2118 or brendagm @matrixparents.org
. N‘);A COUNTY +« SOLANO COUNTY
10/20, 10 A.m.-NoON .

- A . Support Group for Grandparents Raisin
Accessing Services Through Regional their Children with Speciar: Noods
Centers for Developmental Disabilities R
Napa Library. Call (707) 648-4073 to register. RSVP to Kerry (707) 423-2545 ext. 102

* SOLANO COUNTY Support Group for Parents of Special Needs Kids
10/20 Second Monday of the month, 6:30 p.m.
Now What? How to Make Sense Matrix in Fairfield
of and Organize Your IEP Papers (707) 422-4593
Fairfield Matrix Support Group for Parents of Children in Early Start
11/3, 10-NooN Second Tuesday of the month, 10 A.Mm.
IEP Basics: An Overview of the Special Education Exceptional Tots, Vallejo
Process and Building the IEP Document (707) 423-2545 ext. 102
Faifield Matrix Support Group for Parents of Infants
11/13,7-9 p.m. and Toddlers with Special Needs
Accessing Services Through Regional First Wednesday of the month, 9:15-10:15 a.m.

Irene Larsen Center, Vacaville

Centers for Developmental Disabilities (707) 423-2545 ext. 102

Solano County Office of Education, Fairfield

Call (707) 648-4073 to register. ¢ SONOMA COUNTY

12/18, 10-NooN Mom’s Support Group

Annual Holiday Celebration for Children First Sunday of the month for breakfast, 9 A.m.
with Special Needs and Their Families Breakaway Cafe in Sonoma.

Silveyville Christmas Tree Farm, Dixon (415) 475-2121

Call Kerry at (707) 423-2545 ext. 102 for reservations.

* SONOMA COUNTY
11/7,6:30-8:30 p.m.
IEP Basics: An Overview of the Special
Education Process and Building the IEP Document
Petaluma Library
12/1, 10-Noon
Accessing Services Through Regional
Centers for Developmental Disabilities
Petaluma Library. Call (707) 648-4073 to register.

6 Networker « FALL 2007



Accessing Regional Centers

This Fall, there will be a series of workshops for parents
whose children have developmental disabilities and who
are interested in learning how to access the services that
regional centers can provide (for example, North Bay
Regional Center and Golden Gate Regional Center).

If you have questions about your child’s regional center
Individual Program Plan (IPP); if you wonder about how
decisions should be made; if you would like to know how
to request services; if you would like to learn about the
legal obligations of the regional centers, you will be
interested in one of these workshops.

NAPA Napa Library
Saturday, October 20, 2007, 10:00 A.M.—NOON
SOLANO Solano County Office of Education
Tuesday, November 13, 2007, 7-9:00 p.m.
SONOMA Petaluma Library
Saturday, December 1, 2007, 10:00 A.M.—NOON

Please call Area 4 DD Board at (707) 648-4073 to register.
This series will also be offered in Spanish.

Please call Yulahlia Hernandez, Clients’ Rights Advocate
at (707) 224-2798 for information regarding the Spanish
language workshops.

This series is sponsored by collaboration between Matrix
Parent Network, Area 4 Developmental Disabilities Board
and the PAI Office of Clients’ Rights Advocacy.

Assistive Technology (Continued from front page)

you feel that this impacts your child’s ability to benefit
from their educational program. It is possible that the
introduction of something simple (a slant board or pencil
grips) could be included in the IEP. If the need seems more
complex or there are additional needs, you can request an
assistive technology assessment. Put your request in writ-
ing even if it is agreed on during the IEP meeting. Assess-
ment timelines apply in making this request.

Many districts have staff whose sole responsibility is to
assess students for assistive technology, train the child and
staff on using it, and trouble-shoot problems that occur.
The assessment will involve many steps including observ-
ing your child in the impacted environments (classroom,
playground, etc.), discussions with staff and a review of
possible devices. You are an important part of this process
and can be of help as AT selections are determined.

For more information on this subject you are invited to
browse the Matrix library. The Family Center on Tech-
nology and Disability (www.fctd.info) has a very useful
website and CD. Additional websites of interest include:
www.atnet.org

www.nichcy.org

www.schwablearning.org

www.familyvillage.wisc.edu

Community Advisory Committees

Community Advisory Committees for Special Education
are required by state law. The state is divided into “areas”
for the purposes of administering special education services
for students with disabilities. These areas are called Special
Education Local Planning Areas (SELPA). Each SELPA
must submit a Local Plan to the state every few years
describing how services will be delivered to students
receiving special education services in their planning

area in accordance with the law.

State law requires that every SELPA have a Community
Advisory Committee (CAC). By law, CAC members are
mostly parents of students within the SELPA and a majority
of those parents must have a child receiving special education
services. Other members may include students with disabili-
ties, adults with disabilities, teachers, school district person-
nel, community agency representatives and other individuals
concerned with the needs of individuals with disabilities.
Members are appointed by the Board of Education.

CAC serves in an advisory capacity to district, county office
and SELPA administration. Responsibilities of the CAC
include advising development of or amendments to the
Local Plan, recommending priorities, recruiting volunteers
to contribute to implementation of the Local Plan, and
encouraging parent involvement and supporting individuals
with disabilities. Information on CAC meetings in Marin,
Napa, Solano and Sonoma Counties is available as follows:

Marin County SEAC

9 AM.

10/18, 11/15, 1/23, 2/15, 3/19, 4/23, 5/21, 6/11
Marin County Office of Education

(415) 499-5850

Napa County SEAC

12:30-1:30 p.m.

9/27,10/25, 11/15, 1/24, 2/21, 3/20, 4/24, 5/22
Napa County Office of Education

2121 Imola Ave, Napa

(707) 253-6807 or email devans@ncoe.k12.ca.us.

Solano County CAC

(not including Vallejo)

Third Thursday of the month, September—June

(707) 399-4460 or email MGermano@ Solanocoe.net
Vallejo City Unified School District CAC
(707) 556-8921

Sonoma County SEAC

6:30 p.m.

First Wednesday of every other month

The Santa Rosa City Schools’ Board Room

211 Ridgeway Avenue, Santa Rosa
www.sonomaselpa.org, click on “workshops/meetings”
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