Multicultural Network Telephone Conference Call

“What Protections are Available in both IDEA and NCLB for

 Children of Color with Disabilities?”
Dixie Jordan, whose work has been seen in National Alliance’s “No Child Left Behind and Students with Disabilities, a Curriculum for Parent Trainers” was our guest speaker.  Dixie’s 20 years’ experience as advocate is woven with experience in participating on several initiatives:  IDEA, the emergence of Mental Health Systems, six years on a Native American Diversity Group and advocacy with diverse parents of youth with emotional disturbances.  

Updates and check-ins:  

Karen Anderson, PAVE in Washington, “You Are the Expert” conference for parents included young people involvement in classes for youth & parents; outreach staff going to different communities for scheduled appointments.
Lucia Ortiz, NICHCY, at work reaching minority families with special education information.  Colleagues just attended the Nat’l Black Early Childhood Conference; local TV starting a program on spec ed; research data base going up.
Sherndina Moreland, Family Network on Disabilities, Fla. – Reg 3 – Has been assessing the status of centers’ challenges & successes in doing outreach with families of color; and matching centers having success in outreach with centers having trouble in that area.
Judye Houle, Parents INC, Youth Mentor Program up and running.
Maria Avina, PHP, presented on inclusion, LD simulation, IEP changes at conference for Spanish speaking families, working on newsletter.
Malvina Cordoba, PHP, using more radio, TV and Newspaper for outreach. There is a free “peoples” station, the Hispanic station in the area is doing articles & stories and the Childhood Matters program. 

Cindy Liao, CPAD, currently developing a workshop for understanding the health care system.
Debora Jennings, SPAN NJ, staff participating in State Performance Planning; LRE, Disproportionality; targets rigorously identified for various racial ethnic groups, gender negatively impacted by practices & policies. Ongoing events to reach diverse families will identify family leaders to work with other parents of children with special needs. There are two new staff to identify and organize families at the grassroots levels to improve services.
Diana Autin, SPAN NJ, co-hosted 3 forums in Childhood Comprehensive Systems; using focus groups to identify supports & resources needed for families of color.
Miriam Bautista, ORPTI

Jeanne Bowman, Ellie Barron-Druckrey Alliance TA coordinators.
Notes from the conversation with Dixie.

NCLB law was configured to fit into the context of IDEA.  IDEA focuses on the right of students, NCLB focuses on school performance, what should be offered at Title I schools.  

The focus of NCLB helps families have an effect on how schools perform.

1. Parent Involvement. Every district is expected to develop policies on education; and families with children with or without disability have the opportunity to affect how schools perform and where they put their focus. Having a voice and interrelating with administration is important so that an environment that builds a family friendly school climate is developed. What makes families feel welcome are areas where parent involvement is vital, impacted through vision statements, outreach policy. Parent involvement means that they have the opportunity to write policy on the social and emotional growth, functional education, and behavioral standards that will be established.  

2. Sanctions/report cards. Requires collection and examination of data regarding disproportionality and sanctions schools performing below standards. In most districts, there is discrepancy in performance between poor and children of color.  In some schools up to 68% of 4th grade African American and 50% of Latino children can’t read; while up to 60% of African American students can’t do math, compared to 20% in more affluent groups. NCLB rules that schools must report disaggregated data reflecting, ethnicity, gender, disabilities on academic achievement. NCLB goal is to close this gap, showing which schools are doing well and which, poorly.

Supplemental services through tutoring programs outside of schools deliver 56 cents on the dollar to poor or culturally diverse students – a higher overhead than on tutoring through schools.

Universal Design Learning: assumes one system of teaching that includes strategies that can work for all. Parents new to the educational system, culturally diverse, may accept any service, rather than assert rights.

Emotional and Behavioral Disturbance: another area that reveals discrepancy between cultural and economic status of students concerns in-school and at-home suspension or alternate placement over 10 days per school. Data reveals that there are a disproportionate number of African American and Latino students affected by suspensions. There are schools that have 17% African American students in the population but  27% suspended students are African American. 

Section 618 of IDEA provides remedy to these inconsistencies that exist for students of color. Whereas NCLB provides the accountability to schools; parents are empowered to exercise their rights to advocate for their children’s education by having the information necessary to make informed decisions. IDEA is specific in the rights of the students.

Drop out rates are no longer hidden. Data has to show what happens to the students who drop out of school. Who are they, what ethnicity, gender, and grade? Which students are receiving free appropriate education?  

Parents must be informed to challenge the system and ask why children stopped receiving special education. We can search out where the problems are for children of color. The information is available, but parents must challenge and participate in resolving the discrepancies within the educational system. Where funds are disproportionally allocated and children of color do not receive the proper services or at a lesser percentage than students of families of higher incomes, parents need to be involved.

State policy impacts Native American schools funds which go from the Secretary of the Interior to Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

In the final analysis, if we as parents and advocates don’t do something about the discrepancy of free appropriate public education being true for some groups more than others, no one else will. States will have to look at data to determine disproportionality.  Separate and unequal is still true, between cultural groups, but even more so for those students identified as emotionally disturbed, learning disabled, and mentally retarded.

Involvement of PTI’s and CPRC’s: What can be done?
Generate public attention.  Activities that Statewide Parent Advocacy Network of New Jersey is involved with include the development of materials to inform and educate parents and educators on models that will address areas of need.  Centers need to diversify and expand their roles in the community to include action to bring attention to disparate achievement standards between middle class students and the underserved families centers serve.  

Begin looking at state personnel preparation policy models.  Professional development must include training and information on diversity, models for collaborating with parents at all levels, and teaching to the diversity of learning styles within the classroom.

Ask more questions.  When placements are determined at the IEP, ask for statistics on who is receiving services and challenge the application of Least Restrictive Environment. Visit programs during the regular school day to see who is there and what is the percentage of the group school wide.

Diana Autin comments:
Using grants to general education PTA to work with Special Ed parents to develop School leadership teams – general education school reform efforts for special ed parents. Work with teachers unions and administrators with statements tied to SpEd (effective uses – on web sites, core curriculum)

Good practice for centers to free time for advocates to work within school reform/ policy development at regional and district levels. Without special education parent representation, decisions will be negative.

Please refer to these related electronic documents also archived at this site. 

Attachments include:
Dixie’s notes “20 USC 1412  SEC” and 
SPAN’s guides: Best Practices in Special Education

   School Roadmap to Improving School-Based Special Education Programs;

   Behavior Problems and Special Education

   Teacher Aides and Special Education

Next telephone conference call will be on
Thursday, January 19, 2006 at 1:00 p.m., PST.
Please call 1 800 369-1540 enter code 80254#.

We will send out a reminder and announce our speaker and topic.

Happy Holidays!

