PROGRAM

Region 6 Conference 

Technical Assistance Alliance for Parent Centers  

Kona Kai Hotel

San Diego, California, August 13-15, 2007

Monday, August 13

8:00 
Registration
Ballroom: Pt. Loma 3 foyer 
GENERAL SESSION

Pt. Loma 3

8:30
Opening, welcome, introductions

Framing the Conference and the Day 

Nora Thompson, Director, Region 6 Parent Technical Assistance Center,


Executive Director, Matrix Parent Network and Resource Center


Marta Anchondo, Executive Director, Team of Advocates for Special Kids (TASK)

9:00 
Keynote:
Differentiating Instruction: Collaborative Planning and Teaching for Universally Designed Learning
Dr. Jacqueline Thousand, Cal State University, San Marcos
How can teachers differentiate learning for all students by thinking about lesson planning in a different and more powerful way? Learn how the principles of universal design can be applied in teaching every day. Learn how general and special educators can plan effectively and co-teach to provide every student access to the core curriculum in meaningful ways! Parents need to know.
10:30
BREAK
10:45 
CONCURRENT SESSIONS
Pt. Loma 3
Process Communication: How to Reach the Hard to  Reach
Dr. Jacqueline Thousand, Cal State University, San Marcos
Learn how to effectively communicate with and motivate those “hard to reach” adults and students.  In this workshop you will expand your communication repertoire and develop the competence to adjust your messages in order to connect with and effectively manage students and adults with each of sex basic personality types (i.e., persister, workaholic, reactor, dreamer, rebel, promoter). Using lively simulations, you will observe Process Communication in action and practice strategies to use with others in the classroom, at meetings, and at home.  

10:45  
Coronado Room
Evaluation for Parent Centers, Part II
Bernadette Dawson, president PMRA
Follow-up workshop to the April Parent Center Evaluation Training. Discussion, questions, concerns, successes, and challenges since the training in April.  We’ll also discuss how to find a good evaluator.
12:00
LUNCH  in outdoors in the Cabo Gardens
1:30
CONCURRENT  SESSIONS


Pt. Loma 3

Directors Meeting
Continuing discussion of issues and concerns shared by directors. 

Facilitator: Nora Thompson



Coronado


Trainers, advisors and other related staff
Assistive Technology: Tools for Learning

Laura Martinez, TASK

In this session, we will discuss the AT evaluation process, AT accommodations and modifications, and IEP goals that include AT. We will introduce some of the latest and greatest AT products that can be used by students to help achieve academic goals. 

An optional “hands on” session will follow at 3:00 the La Jolla Room.  

3:00
ADJOURN
AFTER HOURS:

3:00 - 4:00
La Jolla Room – Computer Lab, courtesy of TASK Tech 

Laura Martinez

“Hands on” follow up to the previous Assistive Technology  session.

Opportunity to check your email.

3:00 – 4:00     Coronado Room


Brenda Gates-Monasch, Development Director of Matrix


Consultation available regarding the “Care and Feeding” of development at your agency;

fundraising, board roles, volunteers, etc. This is also an opportunity for board members to network.

5:00
Optional trip to Old Town, where you can enjoy historical sites, fun shopping and excellent Mexican food.  A bus will be available, and will leave Old Town at 9:00 to return to the hotel by 10:00. Details will be announced.
Tuesday, August 14

8:30
GENERAL SESSION
Pt. Loma 3

Announcements and Framing the Day

Jeanne Bowman, Technical Assistance Coordinator for Region 6

Keynote:
What Parents of Students with Disabilities Need to Know about NCLB

Kathleen Boundy, Co-director of the Center for Law and Education
What parents of students with disabilities need to know about No Child Left Behind --- to help ensure that all children receive a quality public education.
10:30
BREAK
10:45 
CONCURRENT SESSIONS
Pt. Loma 3
Working Smarter, Not Harder -- using technology, existing resources and partnerships to reach more parents more effectively, PART I

Caroline Moore, Director of Technical Assistance and Consulting Services (TACS) at the 

University of Oregon, the home for the Western Regional Resource Center
Daphne Worsham, M.A., M.L.S., Assistant Director and Information Dissemination 

Coordinator, Technical Assistance and Consulting Services/ WRRC
Robin Wortman, Oregon PTI

Participants will have an opportunity to engage in dialogues with each other about the product development process, adapting products/training materials for a variety of audiences, and disseminating information efficiently and effectively. Participants will be exposed to information about the Proposed Products Review Board, vetting by OSEP, copyright laws, and there will be a panel discussion about the potential for use of technology to increase their reach.

Coronado Room
Parents as Collaborative Leaders: Making the Difference for the Future

Irene Martinez, M.S.W., Executive Director of Fiesta Educativa

Josephina Nieves, Lorena Andalon-Morales, Fiesta Educativa

Cathay Liu, Chinese Parents Association for the Disabled
Parents as Collaborative Leaders: Improving Outcomes for Children with Disabilities is a national partnership between the University of Vermont, PACER Center and several other parent and advocacy organizations.  Participants will share what they learned in the training and internship and will show their implementation results and final outcomes.
12:00
LUNCH  outdoors in the Cabo Gardens
1:30
CONCURRENT  SESSIONS


Coronado Room

Directors Meeting with OSEP and TA ALLIANCE
Carmen Sanchez, Project Officer, OSEP

Sharman Davis Barrett, Co-director of the Technical Assistance ALLIANCE for Parent 

    Centers National Center located at PACER Center, Minneapolis, MN



Pt. Loma 3

Working Smarter, Not Harder -- using technology, existing resources and partnerships to reach more parents more effectively, PART II

Caroline Moore, Daphne Worsham, Robin Wortman


See 10:45, Part I for description

3:00
ADJOURN
DURING the DAY: 

10:30 - 4:00
La Jolla Room – Computer Lab, courtesy of TASK Tech 

Laura Martinez, Sandra Aranda

Assistive Technology Playroom

We will have a Mobile AT lab set up with computer, software, low tech items, and adaptive equipment. Come try out augmentative communication devices, alternate computer access equipment, educational software, early learning software, and much more! Please join us for an enjoyable and informative experience!

Also, an opportunity to check your email.

AFTER HOURS:
3:00

Pt. Loma 3



California Caucus

3:00 – 4:00     Coronado Room


Brenda Gates-Monasch, Development Director of Matrix


Consultation available regarding the “Care and Feeding” of development at your agency;

fundraising, board roles, volunteers, etc. This is also an opportunity for board members to network.

Evening on your own

Wednesday, August 15

7:30
FULL BREAKFAST outdoors in the Cabo Gardens

8:30
GENERAL SESSION

Pt. Loma 3

Announcements and Framing the Day

Jeanne Bowman

Update:


National Trends in Special Education Dispute Resolution


Philip Moses, Assistant Director of CADRE

This session will review national trends in special education dispute resolution, as well as explore how Region 6 states fit into the picture.  A snapshot of APR data from the last three years will be examined, and state and national improvement strategies will be highlighted.

9:00
Keynote:
Making the New Law a Reality - Issues for Implementation
Ann Alexander, Ph.D., J.D., educator and attorney
The reauthorization of the IDEA in 2004 and the issuance of new regulations in 2006 presented new opportunities as well as challenges for states and districts to work with educators and families in making system-wide changes to comply with the new law.  This session will focus on key statutory and regulatory language influencing those changes, and suggest ways in which statewide parent training organizations can work to support implementation of the law.
10:15
CHECK-OUT BREAK
10:45 
CONCURRENT SESSIONS
Pt. Loma 3
New from NICHCY

Suzanne Ripley, Director of NICHCY, the National Dissemination Center for Children with Disabilities
NICHCY has worked with OSEP to develop the training curriculum for IDEA 2004 and its regulations. Get a tour of what’s available for you.
10:45 
CONCURRENT SESSIONS (continued)
Coronado Room
Military Families: Who are they? How can we serve them?

Karen Elliott, STOMP
This is an interactive workshop in which participants will gain knowledge and resources to assist military families.
11:45
GENERAL  SESSION


Pt. Loma 3
“Send ‘em out singing”

Sue Rubin

An amazing story of a young woman from Whittier, who has overcome multiple and extensive barriers to lead a life of accomplishment and satisfaction.

TASK video Tribute to Families

Evaluation and Wrap up

12:45
ADJOURN
