A Glittering Gathering
[image: image1.png]



Region 6 Conference

Technical Assistance Alliance for Parent Centers

April 19 -  21, 2006

The Orleans Hotel

Las Vegas, Nevada

WELCOME !

Welcome to our Glittering Gathering in Las Vegas!

Region 6 Technical Assistance Alliance and our host Nevada Parents Empowering Parents are delighted to have you join us.  Our annual conference for federally funded Parent Training and Information and Community Parent Resource Centers is a time for us to be together as a region with our Project Officers, National Alliance staff from PACER, technical assistance staff from the Western Regional Resource Center, CADRE and the National Dissemination Center (NICHCY).  In addition we welcome staff from Native American Families Together.

Our treasure trove of presenters will touch on the gems of the Silver State, the twinned jewels of No Child Left Behind and Literacy, and the multifaceted spangle of response to intervention.  We will learn of the many precious beads that can be strung together for young adult services and the sparkle of multicultural awareness which shines as we link families to support.  We will explore the brightness of IDEA while we await the polish of the final regulations.

This year’s Regional Conference Objectives are to:
• Learn from one another by networking

• Learn from our Nevada experts

• Interact with our OSEP project officer, PACER and National Alliance TA Center staff

• Address issues related to the implementation of IDEA 2004 and NCLB

• Address multicultural issues related to the implementation of IDEA 2004 and NCLB

• Explore information on specific topics of significance to parent centers:

• Responsiveness to Intervention

• Serving young adults 18-26

• Literacy

• Parent involvement and resiliency

• Inclusion

• Additional relevant topics

• collaborate with our national partners

We wish to give heartiest thanks our host center: Sam Lieberman (for hosting the PEP Reception), Karen Taycher, Karen Welsh, Stephanie Vrsnik, Robin Kincaid, Gilian Wells, and the entire Nevada PEP Staff for their assistance and support.

Many thanks to those who have made donations to our conference:

Imperial Palace “Legends in Concert”

Western Supply

LV Convention and Visitors Authority

Las Vegas Premium Outlets

24/7 Magazine

Nora, Ellie, Jeanne, Donna and Jesse

PROGRAM

Region 6 Conference 

Technical Assistance Alliance for Parent Centers  

“A Glittering Gathering”

The Orleans Hotel

Las Vegas, Nevada, April 19-21, 2006

Wednesday, April 19

8:00 
Registration
Salon H  (Please check posted signs for all room assignments) 
GENERAL SESSION

Salon H

9:00
Opening, welcome, introductions

Framing the Conference and the Day 

Nora Thompson, Director, Region 6 Parent Technical Assistance Center,


Executive Director, Matrix Parent Network and Resource Center


Karen Taycher, Executive Director, Nevada Parents Encouraging Parents (PEP)

9:30 
Keynote:
Welcome to Nevada: All That Glitters Is Not Gold

Frankie McCabe, Director, Office of Special Education, Elementary and Secondary 

Education, and School Improvement

This session will provide a brief overview of Nevada's diverse landscape, industry, 

population, and schools.  All That Glitters Is Not Gold will focus on Nevada's most 

valuable resource--its people.
10:00
BREAK
10:15 
Featured Speaker:
Communication and Collaboration within the IDEA2004 Framework
Ann M. Alexander, Ph.D., J.D., educator and attorney 

The reauthorization of the IDEA in 2004 created new opportunities for families and 

school districts to work together to improve results for students with disabilities, as well as new opportunities for leaders in parent training and information centers to work with state education agencies to address system-wide improvements.  This session will focus on the key changes to IDEA that create these opportunities, and will present suggestions for strengthening communication and collaboration at student, local, and state levels while we all wait for issuance of the new IDEA regulations.

12:00
LUNCH  in Salons A-B-E-F
1:30
CONCURRENT JOB-ALIKE SESSIONS


Salon D

Directors
Continuing discussion of standards, curriculum exchange issues, opportunity to share concerns and potential solutions 

Facilitator: Nora Thompson



Salon H


Trainers, advisors and other related staff
Opportunity for trainers and advisors to share concerns and potential solutions; 

updates, hot topics, networks, successes, curriculum exchange issues, access to translated materials, ideas for dealing with the period before regulations are released. 

Facilitator: Jeanne Bowman

Location TBA
Board Members

Discussion of standards, networks, access to technical assistance staff, and other concerns and issues.

Facilitator: Ellie Barron-Druckrey

3:00
ADJOURN
3:00
Salon H

Optional:  meeting of the Multicultural Network.

Evening:  On your own.

     Group to attend Penn & Teller Show (by prior reservation only)



arranged by Nevada PEP.  Please address questions to Karen Welsh.

Thursday, April 20

GENERAL SESSION

Salon H

8:30
Announcements and Framing the Day: Ellie Barron-Druckrey

8:45
What is new at NICHCY?

Yojanna Cuenca, Bilingual Information/Outreach Coordinator, NICHCY


In this presentation Ms. Cuenca will give an overview of what NICHCY is, what its staff 

does, how they can help you. She will speak about what they have been doing recently 

for the Hispanic community, and their exciting new Research Corner, including research-

based information on educating children with disabilities.
9:15
Keynote:

Student Success – A New Day and a New Way

Charleen Green, Associate Superintendent, Clark County School District

Scott Reynolds, Executive Director, Student Support Services Division, Clark County 


Pam Kazee, NE Region Director, Student Support Services, Clark County School District

Presenters will provide participants with insights regarding the role of the community in

educating all students.  Leadership roles for PTIs, universities, and parent organizations 

will be fully explored.  At the conclusion of the presentation, participants will be able to 

easily identify how a new day has emerged, and be able to list effective ways to create 

partnerships when making systems change.
10:30
BREAK
10:45 
CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

Salon H

Literacy for ALL!
Connie Hawkins, Executive Director, ECAC and Regional Parent Technical Assistance 

Center Director, Regions 2 & 3
Mary LaCorte, Assistant Director, ECAC & PTI Project Director

This session will provide an easily adaptable workshop on literacy in the IEP that Parent Centers can incorporate into their training repertoire. Each center will receive a “workshop in a box” (CD, materials, etc.).

Salon D

Collaboration between National Native American Families Together (NNAFT) 

and Parent Centers National 

Judy Wiley, West Region Director, Native American Families Together Parent Center 

This session will discuss how to develop collaboration between NNAFT and state parent centers, and how we will work together to provide better outreach to Indian families.

12:00
LUNCH in Salons A-B-E-F
1:30
CONCURRENT SESSIONS


Salon D

Directors’ Meeting with OSEP and PACER
Donna Fluke, Project Officer, Office of Special Education Programs

and Sharman Davis Barrett, Co-Director, PACER Center/ National Technical 

Assistance Alliance Center

Meeting for directors of federally funded directors or their designees; updates, 

information and discussion.

Salon H


Cultural Awareness in Parent-Professional Relationships
Maria Aviña, Bilingual Education Resource Specialist, Parents Helping Parents

Rosa Solorzano, Bilingual Education Resource Specialist, Parents Helping Parents

This will be a hands-on workshop to give you strategies for communicating effectively 

and serve parents who have diverse cultural backgrounds.  We will be discussing ways to 

have respectful interactions with families, the aspects of “Special Education” culture, 

multicultural resources, and much more.
3:00
ADJOURN
4:00-
Reception and Tour 

 6:00
Nevada Parents Encouraging Parents (PEP), Karen Taycher, director

 

2355 Red Rock Street #106,  Las Vegas
Plan for transportation to and from the hotel will be discussed during the conference.

Friday, April 21

8:00
Salon H

Optional: California Caucus


Meeting of California centers to discuss issues of particular concern to them.

GENERAL SESSION

Salon H

9:00
Announcements and framing the day: Jeanne Bowman
9:15
Featured Speaker:

Responsiveness to Intervention (RtI): The Positives and the Possibilities

Brad Lenhardt, WRRC

The purpose of this session is to explain what RtI is and explore the positives and 

possibilities it holds for parents in transforming school communities.
10:45
BREAK
11:00 
CONCURRENT SESSIONS
Salon H

You Got to Know When to Hold Them, Know When to Fold Them: 

New Horizons in Dispute Resolution
Philip Moses, Assistant Director, CADRE

This presentation will review the latest national trends in special education dispute resolution.  CADRE will also share state, regional and national data related to mediation, complaints and due process hearings.
Salon D

Transition to What??
Dale Dutton, Consultant, D3 Associates

The adult service system for persons with disabilities is very different from the environment of Special Education, and with the expansion of such concepts as self-direction and self-determination, parents and families may not only be more involved, they may have more responsibilities as well.  Current IDEA law prescribes a certain amount of orientation to the receiving support system, but families will want to know much more about how to evaluate the expanded options available, how to assist in "supported decision making" with their young adult children, as well as how some of the new service opportunities and support roles may be described.
12:15
LUNCH  in Salon G
1:00
“Send ‘em out Singing” 

Martin Cayer, Self-Advocate, Henderson, Nevada

Martin, a young man with developmental disabilities, is determined to have a quality life.  

Listen to  how he has proved nay-sayers wrong, and has created for himself a satisfying 

life.
1:30
Wrap up, Evaluation, and hear about initial plans for next year’s regional conference.

2:00
ADJOURN
