OUR SPEAKERS

Ann M. Alexander, Ph.D., J.D. is an educator and an attorney who has been working as a private consultant for the last seven years.  She earned her Ph.D. in elementary education in 1987 and her law degree in 1999, and she is licensed to practice law in Nevada and California.  From 1990-2000, she worked for the Nevada Department of Education, where she designed and coordinated the procedures for assuring compliance with IDEA requirements, including oversight and training for monitoring, complaint investigations, and other aspects of implementing the system of procedural safeguards.  She coordinated each federal monitoring visit during those years, as well as each state special education regulatory revision.  Since beginning private practice in 2000 she has worked directly with school districts and state agencies to develop policies and procedures, conduct staff training, and provide advisement regarding specific student cases.

Kathleen Boundy, co-director of the Center for Law and Education, has provided legal support and technical assistance to legal services advocates working with low-income parents and educators in education related matters for 30 years. She has played a major role in shaping past and current reforms of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), and has an extensive background in federal education policy analysis and advocacy, particularly with respect to the increased alignment of IDEA with Title I/No Child Left Behind Act. She directed CLE's participation in the US Department of Education's FAPE Project with its focus on including all students with disabilities in standards based education reform from 1997-2002.  She has testified before the U.S. Senate, Committee on Health, Education, Labor & Pensions, the U.S. Senate Subcommittee on Disability Policy, and the U.S. Civil Rights Commission about the denial of educational opportunities to learn to high standards through the disproportionate disciplinary exclusion of students with disabilities, who are low income, racial minority students. She has made numerous presentations at national, regional and state conferences about using the parent participation levers of Title I to ensure high quality education for all students, and connecting standards-based reform under Title I with IDEA.  Ms. Boundy was a member of the Validation Panel of the Joint Committee for Standards for Educational Evaluation, Kalamazoo, MI, 2000-2002.  In addition, she has participated as co-counsel in a number of actions, including the high-stakes testing challenge in MA and, class actions on behalf of students with disabilities, including those who were incarcerated/detained and denied FAPE, and on multiple occasions has represented members of the Congress as counsel for amici.  A former teacher of a large urban comprehensive high school, Kathleen has an AB degree in Asian Studies, an MAT degree in history, and a law degree from Northeastern University Law School.

Sharman Davis Barrett is the Co-director of the Technical Assistance ALLIANCE for Parent Centers National Center located at PACER Center, Minneapolis MN.  Sharman has worked at PACER Center for close to 20 years and has been an advocate for persons with disabilities for more than forty years.  

Bernadette Dawson is the President of PMRA a Sacramento consulting firm specializing in outcome-based planning and program design.  She has 20 years experience in all aspects of performance measurement and evaluating program impacts--from program design to data collection and analysis.  She holds an MBA and Bachelors Degree in Political Science from UC Santa Barbara and is the author of numerous papers on education impacts, training strategies, and funding systems.  Ms. Dawson has been an evaluation trainer/coach for 15 years.

 

Karen Elliott is an Army wife of 15 years and has been with STOMP as a Parent Education Coordinator for 3 years. She and her husband are the proud parents of two girls, ages 10 and 9. Their youngest daughter has Down syndrome, Sensory Integrations Disorder and asthma. Karen also experiences partial deafness due to the removal of a brain tumor.

Cathay Liu, Parent of a daughter and a son with disabilities. She has a M. A. in psychology and has done clinical work in a county psychiatric facility.  She has been an active Parent-to-Parent and information and referral volunteer with CPAD for 5 years.  She is competent in English/Mandarin translation and has presented public testimony at DDS public hearings and presented at numerous conference and support programs. 

Irene Martinez, MSW is the Executive Director of Fiesta Educativa. She is Latino and bilingual, English and Spanish.  Ms. Martinez is a founding member of Fiesta Educativa and serves as its Executive Director.  Ms. Martinez has been involved in community organization and service development activities in the Northeast Los Angeles area for over 25 years.  Ms. Martinez has 25 years experience in the field of disabilities, specifically in the development of education, training and advocacy programs for families of children and adults with disabilities.  A focus has been working with Latino families of person with disabilities and special needs.  Particular areas of expertise and interest are working with families in multicultural settings, models of collaboration, and leadership development.  Currently, Ms. Martinez serves on the Advisory Committee to Self-Determination Project, Eastern Los Angeles Regional Center for the Developmentally Disabled; Community Advisory Board to Center for Disability Studies & Community Inclusion, USC/UAP; Professional Memberships:  Council for Exceptional Children. Publication:  Fiesta Educativa:  One Community's Approach to Parent Training in Developmental Disabilities for Latino Families.

Laura Martinez is the Technology Project Director at Team of Advocates for Special Kids (TASK). Laura has been working at TASK for 10 years, addressing the Assistive Technology needs of children and adults with varying abilities. In 2002, she completed the Assistive Technology Applications Certification Program, through California State University at Northridge. She has participated in various conferences and workshops related to the field of assistive technology, disabilities and special education.

Caroline Moore is the Director of Technical Assistance and Consulting Services (TACS) at the University of Oregon. TACS is the home for the Western Regional Resource Center, the National Post School Outcomes Center, and several state contracts. Our work involves providing technical assistance to Part C Lead Agencies and State Educational Agencies to assist and support them in systemic improvement policies, procedures and practices that will result in quality programs and services for children with disabilities and their families. We provide information and resources to PTIs and families as requested. Caroline is proud to be a member of the Oregon PTI Board of Directors. 

Lorena Andalon-Morales is Development Associate at Fiesta Educativa. She is the mother of three children with disabilities.  She has been a Fiesta Educativa Inc. trainer for over seven years and she has trained personnel nationally.   Her expertise have been for the last eighteen months the implementation of Fiesta Educativa Inc. strategic plan and the development plan which she created for the next 5 years.  During this period of time as development associate Andalon-Morales has attended numerous trainings and conferences in Development and Grassroots Fundraising.

Philip Moses serves as CADRE's Assistant Director where he has worked since 1999. Philip was formerly Coordinator of the Program on Public Policy Dispute Resolution at the Government Law Center of Albany Law School. He was also an Adjunct Faculty member of Albany Law School teaching courses on mediation and alternative dispute resolution and served as an Adjunct Faculty member for Siena College's Peace Studies Program.  Philip served as President of the New York State Dispute Resolution Association from 1995 - 1997. Formerly the director of the Dispute Resolution Center of Onondaga County (NY), he also founded the Institute for Advanced Conflict Resolution Skills based in Syracuse.  He holds a Masters in Political Science with a Certificate in Conflict Resolution from Syracuse University, along with numerous professional certifications in the field. Philip is a member of the Board of Directors for the Oregon Mediation Association. Philip chaired The First National Symposium on Dispute Resolution in Special Education (November 2000); Beyond Mediation; The Second National Symposium on Dispute Resolution in Special Education (November 2002); Moving Upstream: The Third National Symposium on Dispute Resolution in Special Education (December 2004) all which convened in Washington, D.C.; the 8th New York State National Conference on Dispute Resolution hosted by the Government Law Center of Albany Law School in Saratoga Springs, New York, October 1996, and Dispute Resolution and the Public Sector: Building Bridges to the Future held at Albany Law School, March 1998.  He also chaired CADRE's National Symposium on IEP Facilitation (October 2005) as well as On the Road ~ IDEA '04 & More: The Fourth National Symposium on Dispute Resolution in Special Education, which convened December 2006 in Washington, D.C.

Josefina Nieves, of Fiesta Educativa, is a parent of two children with disabilities. She is a disability parent leader in our Community.  She coordinates four monthly support meetings, she does consultations, referral, home visits, intakes and outreach.  She is the Community Parent Resource Center Parent Coordinator in charge of outreach, intakes, parent education meetings, Fiesta Familiar and home visits.

Suzanne Ripley is the current Director of NICHCY, the National Dissemination Center for Children with Disabilities, and she is the mother of two adult sons with multiple disabilities.  She has been with NICHCY since 1984 and has been a mom since 1975. Before all that she was a high school English teacher, an instructor at the Northern Virginia Community College and worked at several non-profit associations.  She has served on many local special education committees and parent groups, and has worked with her sons on employment, job support, health care, and transportation concerns. In addition to formal education Suzanne has lots of personal experience and practical knowledge. She has a B.A. in English and Education, an M.A. in Mass Communications, and a Ph.D. in Human Services. Suzanne and her family live in Falls Church, Virginia.

Sue Rubin was born May 25, 1978 and was diagnosed as developmentally delayed as an infant.  At the age of four, she was diagnosed with autism and moderate mental retardation and was educated in Special Day Classes with some degree of integration until high school.  Over time she continued to test at the 2 - year level, which was compatible with her limited expressive and receptive language, and the way she moved her body.  By the age of thirteen, she still scored at this level, which to all appearances was correct.  She was (and is) highly echolalic, obsessive/compulsive, occasionally still has rages or tantrums, and is occasionally self abusive and aggressive.  In spite of this, Sue is a student at Whittier College, having graduated with honors from Whittier High School, as a fully included student, with a 3.98 GPA and 1370 on the SAT. She holds a John Greenleaf Whittier Scholarship ($38,000) awarded solely on merit, without regard to her disability; carried the 1996 Olympic Torch as a Community Hero in Los Angeles; received CALTASH's 1st Annual Mary Falvey Outstanding Young Person Award in 1998; has presented at over 100 conferences, workshops, and classes; was the subject of two KCET (L.A.'s public T.V. station) Life and Times programs; had two articles published in the L.A. Times; two articles published in TASH Connections; was the recipient of the 1999 Wendy F. Miller Outstanding Individual with Autism Award presented by the Autism Society of America; was the principal author of an article in Disability and Society; was the subject of and writer for the 2004 academy award nominated documentary “Autism is a World”, and is an elected member of the National Board of Directors of TASH. Sue, a dedicated advocate for people with disabilities, presently has a 3.59 GPA at Whittier College and works as a consultant to WAPADH, an adult agency, teaching others facilitated communication.  She lives off-campus, with support, and enjoys an active social and cultural life. 

Carmen Sanchez is the Office of Special Education Project Officer for many of the PTI and CPRC grants in Region 6.  Prior to joining OSEP, Carmen worked for a local government providing information and referral on disability issues across the lifespan, and managed a contract with the local legal aid society to provide legal assistance to residents with disabilities.  And prior to that, Carmen was the Family Resource Coordinator for an early intervention program. As parent representative, Carmen served on numerous interagency workgroups on early intervention, successfully advocated for the passage of a uniform fee scale for early intervention services in her state, edited the state newsletter for early intervention families, served on the state special education advisory committee, chaired the local special education advisory committee, and served on the board of her state’s PTI.  Carmen is the parent of two children, one of whom has cerebral palsy.

Dr. Jacqueline Thousand is a Professor in the special education teacher preparation and graduate programs in the College of Education at Cal State San Marcos in California. Jacqueline is a well-known national and international teacher, author, systems change consultant, and disability rights and inclusive education advocate.  She has authored numerous books, research articles, and chapters on issues related to co-teaching, inclusive schooling, organizational change strategies, differentiated instruction and universal design, cooperative teaching and learning, collaborative teaming processes, creative problem solving, and discipline with dignity. She is actively involved in international teacher education and inclusive education endeavors and serves on the editorial and advisory boards of several national and international journals and professional organizations.

Daphne Worsham, M.A., M.L.S.  Assistant Director and Information Dissemination Coordinator, Technical Assistance and Consulting Services/ Western Regional Resource Center

Daphne Worsham has over 35 years experience in service to children and families and assisting them with connections to critical information. She has worked in Head Start, private preschool settings, after school programs, taught community college courses in early childhood curriculum development, served as children’s librarian in pubic and school settings, and managed multiple websites tailored for a variety of audiences. She has conducted research and produced publications for parents, families, practitioners, and state departments of special education.

Robin Wortman lives in remote eastern Oregon with her husband, kids and animals. Like all of us, Robin likes to find creative ways to accomplish more work. She has worked for Oregon PTI for 15 years, beginning in the organization as a trainer.

