OUR PRESENTERS and RESOURCE PERSONS

Ann M. Alexander, Ph.D., J.D., is an educator and an attorney who has been working as a private consultant for the last five years.  She earned her Ph.D. in elementary education in 1987 and her law degree in 1999, and she is licensed to practice law in Nevada and California.  From 1990-2000, she worked for the Nevada Department of Education, where she designed and coordinated the procedures for assuring compliance with IDEA requirements, including oversight and training for monitoring, complaint investigations, and other aspects of implementing the system of procedural safeguards. She coordinated each federal monitoring visit during those years, as well as each state regulatory revision. Since beginning private practice in 2000 she has worked directly with school districts and state agencies to develop policies and procedures, conduct staff training, and provide advisement regarding specific student cases.

Maria Aviña’s background is in early childhood education and parenting. She has served as a board member for a bay area multicultural parent participation preschool, and is currently serving on the board of Fiesta Educative Sur de la Bahia. Maria found her way to PHP through her own challenges as a parent of a child with special needs.  For PHP, she has been a parent liaison at the local county hospital and is involved in parent training and advocacy for the Ravenswood City School District Project, and outreach for the Hispanic community.  She is currently pursuing a degree in Sociology.

Martin Cayer has developmental disabillities, and yet he is very determined to have a quality life.  His developmental disabilities are Microcephaly / MR. His father told him things like “you're very incapable of doing things like getting married, attending college and buying a house.”  But Martin graduated from high school, married, and has his own car and home. He is currently a student at CCSN College, and has computer and webmaster skills. He is an excellent self-advocate and a co-founder of People First in Nevada.

Yojanna Cuenca is currently NICHCY’s Bilingual Information/Outreach Cordinator.  She also collaborates with NICHCY’s research team. Among her responsibilities is increasing the quality of products and dissemination strategies for underserved populations with children with disabilities, overseeing acquisition of Spanish resources and helping with development of publications and products. She also assists in the networking with major national disability organizations, and the provision of information and referral services, in both Spanish and English, to assist parents and professionals in meeting the needs of children with disabilities.  Most recently, she has been working with Univision, the leading Spanish language media company, to create Spanish national and local broadcasts about children with disabilities.  Ms. Cuenca worked as a special education teacher and currently is a doctoral student at George Mason University. 

Sharman Davis Barrett serves as one of three co-directors of Technical Assistance Alliance for Parent Centers, which she represents at this conference. The Alliance national office, located at PACER Center in Minneapolis, administers the Alliance grant and supports the regional centers that serve local and statewide parent centers. The national office produces materials on IDEA and other special education or disability subjects. It conducts a national conference and topical institutes on specific issues and offers high-quality technical expertise to parent centers nationwide.
Dale Dutton brings to this conference over 25 years experience as a parent, advocate, provider, educator, trainer, and most recently, national participant in the fields of Self-Direction, Self-Determination, Self-Employment, and Quality Assurance. He has assisted in the organizational development and transformation efforts of many service provider organizations.  He has first-hand knowledge of the adult service delivery systems in California and other states, and has been monitoring the development of Self-Determination as an innovative development in the human service environment for several years.

Donna Fluke is an Education Specialist in the Office of Special Education Programs, U.S. Department of Education. She is the Project Officer for Parent Training & Information Centers and Community Parent Resource Centers in 21 States, Military and Native American Centers, and The Alliance Technical Assistance Project. Additionally, Ms. Fluke provides general oversight of the Parent Program as authorized in IDEA '97 and 2004, as well as expertise on other issues involving parents and families. She has over 30 years experience in family issues and is the parent of two adult children with disabilities.  

Charleen A. Green currently serves as the Associate Superintendent for the Clark County School District, Las Vegas NV. In her position in the Student Support Services Division, Ms. Green has responsibility for providing support to schools serving students with disabilities, gifted students, English language learners and implementing NCLB under Title I.  She has served in various positions from general education and special education teacher to administrator in the states of New York, Virginia, Indiana, Connecticut, Illinois, and Texas. Her degrees are from Central State University in Ohio, Indiana University and Butler University. She has a broad range of experiences on behalf of children most in need. Her work with diverse populations in urban settings has prepared her to better serve students and their families.  She is a committed educator who continues to address the many outstanding issues related to providing full educational opportunities to children with diverse needs.

Connie Hawkins is the founding “Mama” and Executive Director of the Exceptional Children's Assistance Center in Davidson, NC - NC's PTI. Established in 1980, ECAC received it's first PTI grant in 1983 and since then has grown into the “full service” parent center it is today. Connie is also the Director of the Alliance Regional Parent Technical Assistance Center in Regions 2 and 3. She has two adult children.  Her son Michael has severe learning disabilities.

Pam Kazee is the Director of Student Support Services for the NE Region, Clark County School District.  She directs supports for students with disabilities for 60 schools with the assistance of the NE Region Team that she supervises. She also serves as a liaison for parents to school site teachers and administrators. Additionally, at the region level, she collaborates with other region administrators to provide trans-disciplinary supports to School Improvement teams in an effort to improve instruction for all students, focusing on diverse learner groups such as students with disabilities and English Language Learners. On a district level, Pam consults and assists with the leadership of Inclusive Schools Practices, a comprehensive Systems Change program that emphasizes the inclusion of students with disabilities based upon student needs. She is the Clark County School District Liaison for the National Institute for Urban School Improvement, a national level organization that promotes inclusive practice, and is the district liaison for Nevada PIE (Nevada Partnership for Inclusive Education.)

Mary LaCorte is the “founding Aunt” and Assistant Director of the Exceptional Children's Assistance Center, and has been the PTI Project Director since 1995. Mary began working with ECAC in 1985 as it's third employee. She and her husband Bob, have two daughters including Mary Beth, a young adult who experiences Deaf/Blindness, profound mental retardation, cerebral palsy and frogs!  

Brad Lenhardt is an educational consultant for the Western Regional Resource Center, University of Oregon. Recognizing the importance of fully integrating special education into the general educational process, he assists state special education leaders' participation in the general education reform agenda (i.e., access the general education curriculum) and advises on strategies for aligning the two systems. Specific areas of responsibility include literacy (reading for nonresponders), teacher quality (recruitment and retention), and educational reform and renewal (systems change). In particular, Dr. Lenhardt is responsible for the WRRC's “LD Initiative” work, identifying and working with SEAs moving towards or using a form of Responsiveness to Intervention in working with nonresponding readers. Brad has served in both public and private elementary, secondary, and higher education institutions as a teacher with endorsements in language arts and educational media; school principal; adjunct professor in a college of education, and more recently as a research associate at a regional educational laboratory. 
He has traveled extensively in the Western Regional Resource Center's service region delivering courses in teacher preparation and development and providing research and technical assistance around systemic change to low-performing schools. 

Frankie McCabe has been an educator for over 20 years.  She has been a special education teacher, an impartial due process hearing officer, a state special education consultant and a local school district special education director.  Currently, Frankie is the Director for the Office of Special Education, Elementary and Secondary Education and School Improvement at the Nevada Department of Education.

Caroline Moore, Ph.D. is the Director of Technical Assistance Consulting Services and the Western Regional Resource Center at the University of Oregon. The mission of TACS/WRRC is to provide technical assistance to State Education Agencies and Part C Lead Agencies to assist and support them in systemic improvement policies, procedures and practices which will result in quality programs and services for children with disabilities and their families. They offer consultation, technical assistance, training, product development and information services which provide the states and Regional Parent Technical Assistance Centers access to current special education policy, technology and best practices research. They also assist state agencies in developing collaborative and networking relationships with stakeholders, other states and other technical assistance providers across regional boundaries. Caroline is pleased to work with about 25 talented and committed professionals to carry out this mission. 
Philip Moses serves as CADRE's Assistant Director where he has worked since 1999. He was formerly Coordinator of the Program on Public Policy Dispute Resolution at the Government Law Center of Albany Law School and Adjunct Faculty member there, teaching courses on mediation and alternative dispute resolution. He served as an Adjunct Faculty member for Siena College's Peace Studies Program.  Philip served as President of the New York State Dispute Resolution Association from 1995 - 1997. Formerly the director of the Dispute Resolution Center of Onondaga County (NY), he also founded the Institute for Advanced Conflict Resolution Skills based in Syracuse.  He holds a Masters in Political Science with a Certificate in Conflict Resolution from Syracuse University. Philip is a member of the Board of Directors for the Oregon Mediation Association and has chaired various symposia on the subject. 

Scott G. Reynolds was born and educated in Wisconsin.  After completing graduate school in the University of Wisconsin system, Mr. Reynolds moved to Las Vegas, Nevada to serve as a School Psychologist, Section 504 Coordinator/Procedural Safeguards Specialist, Administrative Assistant, Director of Related Services, and Executive Director of Special Education and Support Services in the Clark County School District.  During his 22 years in one of the fastest growing urban school districts in the nation, he championed instructional, behavioral, and crisis intervention services for all students in need.  He has also spent his professional career seeking innovative ways to address impediments to academic achievement and inclusive practices.

Rosa Solorzano is the proud mother of two children, Robert and Carlos.
Her 12-year old son Carlos was born with Down syndrome. She has been advocating for inclusion and for a free and appropriate public education  for my son for many years. Rosa has worked at Parents Helping Parents for 8 years in the Education Department as a Bilingual Resource Specialist.  She presents trainings in English and Spanish on special education, and talks with parents and school professionals who call with questions about special education rights and laws.  She has created PowerPoint trainings in Spanish and translated trainings and other materials from English into Spanish.  She assists parents to get access to special education services for their children and empowers them to advocate for their children at their IEP meetings. Rosa also works with the federal court monitor as a parent advocate attending IEPs and helping parents in the Ravenswood City School District, a neighborhood of primarily low income minority families. She is an active member of the California Department of Education Least Restrictive Environment committee and the President of the organizing committee of the Fiesta Educativa Conference, the annual conference for Spanish-speaking families.

Judy Wiley serves Regions 5 & 6 as the West Director for the National Native American Families Together Parent Center.  Judy held the position as the Indian Outreach Coordinator for the Oregon Parent Training and Information Center for 12 years prior to working for NNAFT.  She is Apache Indian and has two adult children.  She has worked providing workshops on the special education process for the past 15 years.  Since she has finished raising her children, she is much more easygoing and relaxed...

