WHAT IS DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTIONS – JACQUE THOUSAND

Definitions

Tomlinson (2003) defines differentiated instruction as proactive planning of varied approaches to what students need to learn, how they will learn it, and/or how they can express what they have learned in order to increase the likelihood that each student will learn as much as he or she can as efficiently as possible (p. 151). Differentiated instruction has been described as a teaching philosophy based on the premise that teachers should adapt instruction to student differences, because “one size does not fit all” (Willis & Mann, 2000). According to Starr (2004), “At its most basic level, differentiating instruction means shaking up what goes on in the classroom so students have multiple options for taking in information, making sense of ideas, and expressing what they learn. In other words, a differentiated classroom provides different avenues to acquiring content, processing or making sense of ideas, and developing products.” Differentiated instruction can be defined as a way for teachers to recognize and react responsively to their students’ varying background knowledge, readiness, language, preferences in learning, and interests (Hall, 2002).  

In terms of curriculum, universal design implies a design of instructional materials and activities that allows learning goals to be attainable by individuals with wide differences in their abilities (Orkwis, 1999). In other words, Universal Design for Learning can be defined as a way for teachers to create and design educational lessons and environments so than can they be used without modifications. 

We say that differentiated instruction through universally designed learning is a process for teaching and learning for students of differing abilities in the same class so that all students can benefit. Another way of saying this is that differentiated instruction through universally designed learning is a fun way for students to learn that helps them think in different ways. Some people say that differentiated instruction through universally designed learning is a creative way to connect with and support others to help all students learn. Others say that differentiated instruction through universally designed learning is a way to make schools more effective.
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