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Six Principles of IDEA
A free and appropriate public education (FAPE)
A child's education must be designed to appropriately meet his/her unique needs. "Appropriate" is defined within the Individualized Education Plan and based on the unique needs of the child. 

Appropriate Evaluation/Assessment
Each child with disabilities must receive a complete, non-discriminatory educational assessment prior to being placed into a special education program and must be re-evaluated at least every three years. The assessment must include a variety of procedures that provide developmental and functional information. Assessment can only be performed with written permission of the parent(s). Parents' information must be included in the assessment.

Individualized Education Plan (IEP)
An Individualized Education Plan (IEP) is a focused set of goals and objectives that address the student's individual educational needs. The IEP is to be developed jointly by the school and the child's parents, and it includes statements which describe how the child's program will be modified, and how the child will be involved in, and progress in, the general education curriculum. It must be designed to meet the child's unique needs and must be in effect before special education services begin. The IEP must be reviewed by the team at least once a year. 

An Education in the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE)
Children with disabilities are to be educated as much as possible with peers who do not have disabilities. Placement in the general education classroom is the first option the IEP team must consider and the decision must be based upon the child's unique needs. Children should be removed to segregated settings only when education in the regular class with the use of supplementary aids and services cannot be satisfactorily achieved.

Parent and Student Participation in Decision Making
Parents are members of the IEP team, providing input during the entire process, including evaluation, eligibility and placement. They must receive regular reports about their child's progress. Students are to participate in their IEP meetings when appropriate, and specifically when transition services are to be discussed. 

Procedural Safeguards
The law requires that the rights of children and their parents are protected, that students with disabilities and their parents are provided with the information they need and that there are ways for disputes to be resolved. Parents must give informed consent during the entire special education process and they have access to due process.
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