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LENS OF RESEARCH

Neurodiversity Model, Social View of Disability
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This includes the notion of autism as an integral part of one's’ identity and as all
pervasive part of existence (Brown, 2015).

-Thoughtful language choices

-Use of identity-first language

-Use of the term “scripting” versus delayed echolalia
Shift away from the deficit model

Society creates barriers and “othering” for people on the spectrum



Autistic
person

Neurology is not an accessory
www.identityfirstautistic.org



IDENTITY-FIRST

UTISTIC

In 2015, a study conducted by The National Autistic Society,
the Royal College of GPs and the UCL Institute of Education
asked 502 autistic people their language preferences.

The term ‘autistic’ was endorsed by 61% of autistic people.
In contrast, only 18% of autistic people preferred the term
‘person with autism’.

source: www.autism.org.uk/about/what-is/describing.aspx



DEFINING SCRIPTING

“Delayed Echolalia”

-Term used primarily in research
-Emphasis is on it as a behavior to
be eradicated

-Traditional research lacks autistic
voices

-Lack of understanding of the
communication and self-regulation
benefits it provides the individual

“Scripting”

-Term used more often by the
autistic community

-Emphasized as linguistic
communication tool

- For some itis used as a synonym
for delayed echolalia



Y TERMS

{:} Immediate Echolalia: the repetition of words soon after they are heard

{} Delayed Echolalia: the repetition of words heard at an early time

pass between the original spoken words and the echo)

Neologism:
the use of an
existing word or
phrase in a new
way

C

Interactive echolalia
imitates the structure
of interactions

Echolalia

the repetition of spoken words

. Unmitigated Echolalia: (
exact repetition of phrases Non-interactive echolalia is
the use of words for:
. Mitigated Echolalia: e self-regulation
substitution of a word in a phrase self-direction

L
e rehearsal
e stimming

© MusingsofanAspie.com





https://docs.google.com/file/d/1d4plxZwQubKpyvZuc-cNJRLFETPIMcHm/preview

SCRIPTING AS COMMUNICATION

A way to interact and to solicit play

To express understanding, socialize, communicate
a need

To communicate a feeling

To reduce the stress of a situation through humor
Self-monitoring strategy/behavioral reminder

To self-regulate, for calming or fun

(Prizant & Rydell, 1984; Tarplee & Barrow, 1999; Prizant, 2015; Sterponi & Shankly, 2006; Wooton, 1999)



SCRIPTING (AN

Change over time (Mitigated Scripting)

Be impacted by the listener

Be used as neologisms, with private understandings

Act as a strong emotional connection

Can be animated, mimicking voice inflection and tone

Be better understood by knowing the history, context, and
sources of the script

(Sterponi and Shankey, 2013)



SCRIPTING AS COMMUNICATION HITS THE MAINSTREAM
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DISNEY MOVIE ENTHUSIASM AS A LINK

-Due to Owen’s fascination with Disney, some of the
professionals suggested putting the TV under lock and key

-At the time, the majority of Owen’s speech was taking the
form of scripts based on various Disney films

-Began to see how Owen was using Disney to connect and
understanding the complex world around him

-The family’s approach changed and they began to utilize
Disney as way to learn about Owen and connect with him,
including some creative role play with Iago from Aladdin



happens when we
are open to exploring
our own sensory,

BRANNON LEE = e

Blogger, Autistic Voice

emotional, cognitive
and communication
needs.

“Sharing our passions with people we
love i1s how we show we care and how we
connect with you” (pg. 1).





https://docs.google.com/file/d/1heMZVH3IazoiTpcpdXlvpFxwPXkZQ_3h/preview

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY (ARNOLD, 2011)

Frame the autistic voice as the priority.

Utilize the autistic personal experiences and reflections upon the use of
scripting to frame general understanding.

Identify how familiar listeners impact the successful use scripting as a
form of communication.

Analyze what outside influences are placed on communication partners
to react to scripting in a specific way, and what factors influence
decisions to take a different approach.



RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1. What benefits does scripting provide, as described by autistic individuals that
use scripting?

2. What are the communicative features of scripting as described/used by
autistic individuals?

3. How do communication partners, specifically familiar listeners, influence the
use of, and effectiveness of scripting as a form of communication? How does this
contrast to other communication partners?



RESEARCH QUESTIONS

4. From the autistic perspective how can communication partners impact
scripting, and what strategies and supports can be utilized by neurotypical
individuals to improve communication and build meaningful relationships?

5. How does scripting evolve over time as described by autistic individuals and
their familiar communication partners?

6. What outside influences and pressures impact the way familiar listeners react
to scripting?



METHODS

—Qualitative Methods

-Online survey data on a national level of Autistic adults
age 18 and older

-Pilot to assist in creating the survey questions and format
with feedback from an austistic advocate

-Option for follow-up semi-structured interview (Part 2)



RESEARCH METHODS

Coding: Invivo Coding (Saldana, 2016), Verbatim Principle

Focused Coding
Like groups, develop categories

Maintained codes despite lack of frequency across participants

Codebook

Constant Comparison, Dual coding as appropriate

Reflective memos (Bogdan & Biklen, 2007)



PARTICIPANTS

*Online survey was completed by 22 participants
22-65 years old, with concentration at 30 years and 51 years
59% female, 18% male, 22% gender non-conforming

Recognition of Autism between ages 7-41
*Follow Up In Depth Interview (PART 2)
3 participants

2 Autistic participants from the original survey

1 father identified by a participant as a successful communication partner



In this survey, we will be talking about scripting, which will be defined as using language that
was gained from a previous source, like a TV show, book, movie, or language someone else
used in the past. | am really interested in knowing if scripting is a part of the way that you
communicate?

22 responses

@ Yes

@® No
© Maybe




RESULTS: BENEFITS

Communication Benefits



BENEFITS: COMMUNICATION
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BENEFITS: COMMUNICATION

Autistic adults reported that scripting helps
to:

Engage in small talk

Communicate complex thoughts

Communicate their emotions

It is beneficial when faced with stressful

situations
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1RC3OZG0tO6cvQI7JkqvKNN2vcX08o13U/preview

BENEFITS: STRESSFUL STTUATION

Stress can impact communication, and this was especially
true for the study participants.

- Stress can lead to overstimulation and shut down, and
scripting helps to avoid that
- Readily prepared scripts can decrease anxiety

Language is on a very flexible continuum, especially
autistic adults



AUTISM AS A CONTINUUM
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The autism spectrum is more than a simple scale from lower to higher functioning.
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BENEFITS

Comfort:

Used for pleasure, both comforting and fun

Career Success:

32% of all participants described the positive impact
scripting has in relation to their job success



BARRLERS: REFLECTING ON CHILDHOOD SCRIPTING

Isolation
Embarrassment
Negative Assumptions

- “Retarded” “Annoying” “Strange”
- Neurology of the Listener



BARRIERS WITH COMMUNICATION PARTNERS

-Over-reliance on scripting
-Being misinterpreted
-Pressure to fit 1n

Originally coded as a benefit, clearly has dangerous
implications



FEATURES OF SCRIPTING (ARNOLD, 2017)

Mitigated Scripts

More nuanced, adapt to experiences

Metacognitive process
Neologisms

Complicated social device

Surface level understanding although intent has more depth
Dual meanings for speaker and listener

Understanding impacted by neurology



STRATEGIES AND SUPPORTS T0 IMPROVE COMMUNICATION

Handout-






2K

Capture the magic of a
Sengery- friendfy santa,
with yeur safety in mind!
¢ S

An Inclusive event for children of
all abitbes and ages

@ Soings Weiconme! Irs a Family
Aftair!

Soveral Professonal Photo
Oppofiunite s based 0 comson

Geneously hosted try AR Childnen Acackmics.
AW A0 DA onad Adernics com

| Evert is FREE (520 Oonafion goes nchudes
b e




REFERENCES

*Ahrens, E. N., Lerman, D. C., Kodak, T., Worsdell, A. S., & Keegan, C. (2011). Further evaluation of response interruption and redirection as
treatment for stereotypy. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 44(1), 95-108. http://doi.org/10.1901/jaba.2011.44-95
*Brittain, |. (2004). Perceptions of disability and their impact upon involvement in sport for people with disabilities at all levels. Journal of
Sport & Social Issues, 28, 429-452. doi: 10.1177/0193723504268729
*Brown, L. (2015). Identity-First Language. Retrieved from http://autisticadvocacy.org/home/about-asan/identity-first-language/
*Colon, C. L., Ahearn, W. H., Clark, K. M., & Masalsky, J. (2012). The effects of verbal operant training and response interruption and
redirection on appropriate and inappropriate vocalizations. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 45(1), 107—120. http://doi.org/10.1901/jaba.2012.45-107
*Haegele, J.A., & Hodge, S. (2016). Disability discourse: Overview and critiques of the medical and social models. Quest, 68(2), 193-206.
*Higashida, N. (2016). The Reason | Jump. New York: Random House.
**Kim, C. (2015) Nerdy, Shy, and Socially Inappropriate. London: Kingsley.
*Kim, C. (2014, October 9), Echolalia and Scrlptlng Straddllng the Border of Functional
Language [Blog]. Retrieved from: https:

*Scalzo, R., Henry, K., Davis, T. N., Amos, K., Zoch, T., Turchan, S., & Wagner, T. (2015). Evaluation of interventions to reduce multiply controlled vocal
stereotypy. Behavior Modification, 39(4), 496-509. http://doi.org/10.1177/0145445515573986
*Schaber, A. (2014, August 14) Ask an Autistic What is echolalia? What is scripting?

¢ [video]. Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ome-95iHtBO

*Sterponi, L., & Shankey, J. (2014). Rethinking echolalia: repetition as interactional resource in the communication of a child with autism. Journal of Child
Language, 41(2), 275-304. http://doi.org/10.1017/S0305000912000682

*Stiegler, L. N. (2015). Examining the echolalia literature: Where do speech-language pathologists stand? American Journal of Speech-Language
Pathology, 24(2), 750-7. http://doi.org/10.1044/2015

*Stribling, P., Rae, J., & Dickerson, P. (2007). Two forms of spoken repetition in a girl with autism. International Journal of Language & Communication Disorders / Royal College of
Speech & Language Therapists, 42(4), 427-444. http://doi.org/10.1080/13682820601183659



http://doi.org/10.1901/jaba.2011.44-95
https://musingsofanaspie.com/2014/10/09/echolalia-and-scripting-straddling-the-border-of-functional-language/
http://doi.org/10.1177/0145445515573986
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ome-95iHtB0
http://doi.org/10.1017/S0305000912000682
http://doi.org/10.1080/13682820601183659
http://neurocosmopolitanism.com/what-is-autism/

